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I n t er n at ion a l  GCSE En g l i sh  as a  Secon d  Lan g u ag e  

Pap er  2  List en in g  

Ex am in er  Rep or t  

 

 

Gen er a l  Com m en t s 

 

The listening paper is divided into three sect ions. I n this session, the first  part  

was a m onologue by a teacher talking to students about  a school visit .  Students 

were required to com plete notes based on the inform at ion provided. I n the 

second part , students listened to two students discussing arrangem ents for 

Teachers’ Day.  Students were required to answer mult iple choice quest ions and 

com plete sum m ary sentences. I n the third part , students listened to a 

m onologue on the history of skiing. They were required to com plete sum m ary 

sentences based on the radio broadcast . 

 

Can d id at es’  r esp on ses 

Generally students did well or very well on this paper, although each sect ion of 

the paper presented challenges for the students. 

 

 

Det a i led  com m en t s 

There were two general types of quest ions on this paper:  m ult iple choice and 

text  com plet ion. 

 

 

Mu l t ip le ch o ice ( Par t  2 )  

Students followed the inst ruct ions given in the rubric for this type of quest ion. 

 

 

Tex t  com p let ion  ( Par t s 1 , 2  an d  3 )  

Generally these quest ions were well at tem pted, although not  all students  

adhered to the word lim it  given in the rubric.  

 

Two issues arose out  of these types of quest ions which require students to 

provide the word or words for the answers them selves. 

 

 
Sp el l in g  

This proved to be a problem  for som e students. The general rule is that  if the answer  

affected com m unicat ion, students were not  awarded a m ark. Students were not  

penalised for m isspelling a word if it  sounded like the target  word. For exam ple, Q26 

(answer m ail)  a spelling such as ‘m aill’ was accepted. However, if the word sounded  

like a different  word or was a different  word, e.g. m ale, students were not   

awarded a m ark. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Gr am m ar  

I n a few quest ions, e.g. Q19, students were required to com plete a sentence 

using the correct  gram m at ical form . Although these form s were given in the 

recording, som e students m ade errors in their  answers. 

 

Com m en t s on  sect ion s o f  t h e p ap er  

 

The paper is devised to becom e increasingly difficult .  

 

 

Par t  1  

Part  1 required students to listen for specif ic inform at ion such as num bers or 

high- frequency vocabulary item s e.g. t im es and m oney. The m ost  able students 

found this sect ion st raight forward and scored well.  Less able students had som e 

difficulty with som e of the quest ions in this sect ion, part icular ly quest ions 5 and 

9. There were a num ber of students who did not  adhere to the word lim it  ( three 

words m axim um  in this instance) . I t  is im portant  for students to follow these 

inst ruct ions as they were not  awarded a m ark if they did not . 

 

Par t  2  

Students generally perform ed well in this sect ion. Less able students st ruggled 

with this sect ion, part icular ly quest ions 16 -  20.  There were very few students 

who provided m ult iple answers for som e quest ions, and did, in consequence, 

lose m arks. 

 

Par t  3  

This sect ion required students to com plete sentences by providing the correct  

word or words (a m axim um  of three in this instance) . This was the m ost  diff icult  

part  of the paper as students needed to process the inform at ion they heard 

m ore in order to provide the answer. As in Part  1, a num ber of students did not  

adhere to the word lim it . Less able students had the m ost  diff iculty with this 

sect ion and tended to score few, if any, m arks in this sect ion. The m ost  able 

students could ident ify the correct  words and provide gram m at ically correct  

answers.  

 

Ad v ice t o  cen t r es 

 

I t  is recom m ended that  students listen to a wide range of different  types of texts 

such as current  affairs, TV and radio program m es in order to fam iliar ise 

them selves with a wide range of topics. 

Cent res should prepare students for the listening exam inat ion by fam iliar ising 

them  with the style of the test  and with the types of quest ions they can expect  

to find on the paper.  

Students should m ake good use of the t im e before the tape is played to predict  

possible answers and consider the context  when providing their  answers. 

Students should be advised to follow the inst ruct ions in the rubric when 

answering the quest ions and to adhere st r ict ly to the word lim it . 

Students should consider the gram m at ical fit  of their  answers in sentence 

com plet ion quest ions. 

Students should consider the spelling of words when providing their  answers. 

 



 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 

this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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